Intraoperative radiofrequency ablation: intraductal cooling of the main bile ducts for the prevention of heat damage. A case report.
Intraoperative radiofrequency (RF) ablation has recently become a valid procedure in the treatment of liver primary or secondary malignancies in selected cases. This procedure can be used alone or in association with surgery in treating lesions not considered for curative surgery. Heat damage of the main bile ducts represents nowadays a limitation in the use of radiofrequency ablation of hepatic lesions. Up to now, in tumors proximal to a main bile duct or to the biliary bifurcation this procedure has been contraindicated. In order to preserve these structures from heat damage, a new technique consisting of intraductal cooling of the bile ducts has recently been introduced. We report a case of successful experience with this technique.